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The  Curriculum  Resource  Units 


The  Basic  English  OAIP  consists  of  a  Handbook,  Assessment  Strategies  and  Ma¬ 
terials,  and  a  set  of  curriculum  resource  units.  The  Handbook  outlines  the  philosophy 
and  methodology  of  the  pool.  Assessment  Strategies  and  Materials  provides  materials 
for  classroom  use.  The  curriculum  resource  units  include  two  high-interest  themes  for 
each  grade  from  9  to  12  and  three  resource  guides  to  help  teachers  integrate  computers,  me¬ 
dia,  and  drama  into  their  programs.  They  provide  models  of  how  assessment  and  evaluation 
can  be  integrated  with  daily  teaching. 


The  approach  to  assessment  and  evaluation  recommended  by  this  pool  is  outlined  in  a  four- 
stage  model,  presented  in  a  diagram  and  a  chart  on  pages  13  and  14  of  the  Handbook. 
These  four  stages  are: 


Stage  One: 
Stage  Two: 
Stage  Three: 
Stage  Four: 


Assessing  Learning  Background 
Ongoing  Assessment  and  Evaluation 
Summative  Evaluation 
Reporting 


The  Basic  English  OAIP  is  also  based  on  the  curriculum  and  evaluation  areas  referred  to 
on  page  12  of  English:  Curriculum  Guideline,  1987: 


Writing  (as  process) 

Small  group  (or  interactive)  learning 
Oral  language  (Listening  and  Speaking) 

Work  and  study  habits  (and  independent  learning) 

Summative  tests  or  examinations  (and  projects) 

The  curriculum  resource  units  are  organized  according  to  the  four-stage  model  and 
provide  opportunities  for  assessment  in  the  above  curriculum  areas.  Each  unit  includes 
interesting  activities,  instructions,  resources,  and  guides  to  assessment.  Many  of  the  units 
involve  drama  and  role-play  activities.  The  curriculum  resource  units  are  presented  as 
a  resource.  Some  teachers  may  wish  to  use  the  activities  exactly  as  described,  and  in  the 
order  presented.  Others  may  prefer  to  select  only  those  activities  that  correspond  with  their 
own  teaching  style  and  the  needs  and  interests  of  their  classes.  You  may  select  or  reject 
activities,  add  to  or  delete  from  them,  edit,  revise,  and  extend  them.  Do  whatever  you  need 
to  do  to  make  these  units  relevant,  interesting,  and  engaging  for  your  own  classes. 

The  time  recommended  for  the  theme  units  is  twenty  to  thirty  hours,  or  four  to  six  weeks. 
The  time  required  for  the  three  resource  guides  will  depend  upon  how  they  are  being  used 
with  your  program. 

A  complete  listing  of  the  curriculum  resource  units  is  provided  on  the  next  page,  with  a 
brief  description  of  each. 
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Description  of  Curriculum  Resource  Units 


Grade  9 


Grade  10 


Grade  11 


Grade  12 


Any  Grade 
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HORROR 

This  unit  encourages  students  to  extend  their  awareness  of  what  horror 
is  all  about,  and  to  consider  why  people  are  so  drawn  to  horror. 

CHALLENGES 

This  unit  encourages  students  to  consider  how  people  set  challenges  for 
themselves  and  overcome  obstacles  in  their  lives. 

CRIME  AND  CONSEQUENCES 

This  unit  focusses  students’  attention  on  choices,  consequences,  and  the 
law. 

WHEELS 

This  unit  deals  with  issues  related  to  automobiles,  including  safety, 
consumerism,  and  responsibility. 

CHILDREN’S  LITERATURE 

This  unit  encourages  students  to  consider  their  own  experience  as  read¬ 
ers,  and  engages  students  in  storytelling  and  story  writing. 

OUR  MYSTERIOUS  WORLD 

This  unit  is  a  collection  of  activities  to  generate  student  reading  and 
writing  about  both  fictional  and  real  mysteries. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

This  unit  deals  with  relationships  between  people  as  portrayed  through 
what  we  read,  what  we  view,  and  what  we  hear. 

OLD  AGE 

This  unit  examines  some  of  our  misconceptions  about  old  age,  and  en¬ 
courages  students  to  broaden  their  understanding  of  the  aging  process. 

VIDEO  PRODUCTION/WORK  EXPERIENCE 

This  unit  provides  ideas  for  how  to  use  a  video  camera  in  the  classroom. 

CLOZE  ENCOUNTERS  UNLIMITED 

This  unit  integrates  reading,  writing,  and  language  study  by  providing 
computer  activities  to  be  done  collaboratively. 

USING  DRAMA  IN  THE  ENGLISH  CLASSROOM 

This  guide  provides  teachers  with  ideas  for  incorporating  drama  into 
the  English  classroom. 
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Focus  of  the  Unit 

The  focus  of  this  unit  is  to  involve  students  in  developing  a  deeper  understanding  of  our 
mysterious  world.  The  unit  provides  opportunities  for  students  to  explore  literature  and 
media,  and  to  research  both  real  and  imagined  mysteries.  A  significant  amount  of  time  is 
given  to  reading,  writing,  researching,  and  self-directed  learning. 

Purposes  of  the  Unit 

There  are  opportunities  for  students  to: 

1.  respond  to  many  of  the  ideas  found  in  literature,  media,  and  research, 

2.  participate  in  discussions,  writing,  and  presentations  growing  out  of  the  literature, 
media,  and  research, 

3.  work  alone,  with  partners,  in  small  groups,  and  in  larger  groups  for  various  purposes, 

4.  develop  research  skills, 

5.  become  aware  of  their  own  and  others’  attitudes  to  mysterious  things,  and 

6.  consider  and  try  to  solve  both  fictional  and  non-fictional  mysteries. 

Opportunities  for  Assessment  and  Evaluation 

The  activities  in  this  unit  will  provide  many  opportunities  for  teacher,  peer,  and  self  assess¬ 
ment  of  the  learning  that  is  taking  place.  With  each  activity  in  Stage  One  and  Stage  Two, 
you  will  find  a  guide  to  assessment.  In  the  guide,  areas  of  assessment  are  suggested.  Within 
each  area  you  will  find  specific  criteria  and  indicators  to  guide  your  assessment.  With  each 
activity  in  Stage  Three,  you  will  find  a  guide  to  summative  evaluation  on  which  to  record 
the  criteria  to  be  evaluated,  as  well  as  the  marks  and  comments. 

Use  of  Media 

Use  a  variety  of  media  for  teaching  and  learning.  Before  beginning  this  unit,  gather  some 
media  resources  related  to  mysteries.  Make  your  teacher-librarian  aware  of  your  goals.  Give 
him  or  her  time  to  gather  and  order  appropriate  resources.  Appoint  two  students  to  read 
through  the  catalogue  of  films  available  within  your  own  board’s  film  and  videotape  library. 
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Let  the  students  select  two  or  three  films  that  will  help  to  support  the  learning  within  the 
unit. 

Appoint  some  students  to  take  responsibility  throughout  the  unit  for  skimming  local  news¬ 
papers  and  current  magazines  for  articles  and  pictures  related  to  either  fictional  or  real 
mysteries. 

Appoint  other  students  to  be  “on  the  lookout”  throughout  the  unit  for  mysterious  situations 
in  television  programs,  newscasts,  and  documentaries.  Appoint  other  students  to  research  a 
video  guide  or  guide  to  the  movies  to  select,  recommend,  and  perhaps  report  on  feature  films 
related  to  mysteries.  Build  a  vertical  file  of  such  resources  for  use  in  the  future. 

Oral  Reading  with  Students 

In  order  to  supplement  the  activities  of  the  unit,  it  is  a  good  idea  to  spend  some  time  reading 
aloud  with  your  students.  You  might  select  a  novel  and  devote  a  portion  of  each  period 
to  reading  a  chapter  aloud.  You  might  also  select  a  number  of  short  stories  that  would 
be  effective  when  read  aloud.  Those  students  in  your  class  who  are  good  readers  might 
volunteer  to  participate  in  the  oral  reading.  Another  strategy  is  to  prepare  taped  readings  of 
books.  In  this  unit,  the  oral  reading  should  be  partly  fictional,  for  example,  mini-mysteries, 
and  partly  from  non-fiction  resources  that  deal  with  some  of  the  more  interesting  mysterious 
circumstances  in  our  world. 


Journal  Topics 

Gather  a  selection  of  photographs  or  clippings  related  to  possible  mysterious  circumstances 
or  problems.  Use  these  pictures  as  springboards  for  student  writing.  These  may  be  related 
to  fictional  mysteries  (crime  and  detective  stories)  or  to  real  mysteries  of  our  world. 

Journal  writing  is  most  effective  when  students  have  a  specific  topic  related  to  and  building 
out  of  the  theme.  Listed  below  are  some  suggested  topics  for  journal  writing. 

1.  I  am  really  interested  in  the  mystery  of. . . 

2.  When  I  was  younger,  I  thought  _ _  was  mysterious. 

3.  It  feels  good  to  solve  a  mystery  because. . . 

4.  My  favourite  mystery  writer  is. . . 

5.  I  like  mystery  stories  because. . . 

6.  I  like  mystery  movies  because. . . 
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7. 


People  like  mysteries  because. . . 


8.  _  is  a  Canadian  mystery  that. . . 

9.  My  favourite  detective  is. . . 

10.  Solving  mysteries  is. . . 

11.  I’ve  always  wondered  about  the  mystery  of. . . 

12.  One  mysterious  circumstance  that  fascinates  me  is. . . 

13.  One  mystery  that  I  have  researched  in  the  past  is. . . 

14.  A  favourite  mystery  story  in  our  family  is. . . 

15.  Every  culture  has  its  own  mysteries;  for  example,  . . . 

Possible  Extensions  Enriching  This  Unit 

Listed  below  are  some  possible  activities  for  enriching  the  unit.  Encourage  students  to  extend 
their  learning  beyond  the  walls  of  the  classroom,  and  to  invite  in  any  interesting  resource 
people  as  guests. 

1.  Invite  in  a  guest  speaker  who  knows  a  lot  about  a  particular  mystery  or  mysterious 
event. 

2.  Present  a  play  involving  a  fictional  mystery  or  one  based  on  any  worldwide  mysterious 
event. 

3.  Play  “Clue”  or  watch  the  “Clue”  video. 

4.  Invite  a  visitor  from  your  local  police  force. 

5.  Do  a  study  of  a  novel  based  on  either  a  fictional  mystery  or  a  real  mystery. 

6.  Visit  the  crime  detection  display  at  the  Ontario  Science  Centre. 

7.  Visit  the  “Arthur  Conan  Doyle”  room  at  the  Metro  Toronto  Reference  library. 

8.  Visit  the  mystery  section  of  any  bookstore  or  library. 

9.  Research  any  local  mysteries. 
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Opportunities  for  Integration  with  Other  School  Subjects 

This  unit  may  encourage  some  students  to  become  interested  in  projects  that  involve  more 
than  one  school  subject.  Listed  below  are  a  few  ideas  for  integration  across  the  curriculum. 
Collaborate  with  teachers  from  other  departments  to  add  to  this  list  and  to  generate  more 
opportunities  for  integration. 

1.  Science 

(a)  Research  crime  and  crime  detection. 

2.  Social  Sciences 

(a)  Use  a  tape  to  interview  people  as  they  tell  mysterious  stories  from  their  lives. 
Retell  their  stories  in  your  own  words. 

(b)  Set  up  a  hall  of  fame  displaying  a  mystery  in  your  community  or  province. 

(c)  Display  a  world  map,  identifying  places  where  mysterious  events  have  occurred. 

3.  Business/Computers 

(a)  Use  a  word  processor  to  create  a  mystery  magazine  in  which  mini-mysteries, 
puzzles,  and  stories  are  published. 

4.  Art 

(a)  Do  any  art  project  based  on  the  theme  of  mysteries,  real  or  imagined. 

(b)  Design  invitations  to  a  murder-mystery  weekend. 

5.  Music 

(a)  Listen  to  or  create  your  own  sound-effects  tape.  Use  the  sounds  as  part  of  a 
taped  reading  of  any  story,  or  as  background  music  to  a  presentation  about  a 
real-life  mystery. 

(b)  Play  a  videotape  of  a  mystery  television  program.  Listen  carefully  to  the  back¬ 
ground  music.  Comment  on  its  effectiveness. 
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stage  One 

ASSESSING  LEARNING  BACKGROUND 


Activity  1 


Opening  Discussion 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  find  out  what  students  already  know  about  mysteries.  This 

activity  allows  for  observation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits,  Speaking,  and  Listening. 

Instructions 

1.  Initiate  dialogue  about  students’  experiences  with  this  mysterious  world.  What  are 
their  prior  experiences?  What  have  they  already  read,  viewed,  and  heard? 

2.  Students  list  any  mysterious  events  that  they  are  familiar  with.  Some  sources  of  their 
ideas  about  mysteries  might  be  television  shows,  movies,  books,  magazines,  or  general 
knowledge. 

3.  Students  then  try  to  classify  the  mysteries  on  their  list  into  various  categories.  Two 
major  categories  might  be  fictional  and  real. 

4.  Students  read  their  categories  and  lists  aloud.  Write  them  on  the  board.  Encourage 
discussion  about  mysteries.  Focus  on  the  fact  that  mysteries  do  not  have  to  be  fictional. 
Some  are  related  to  fiction  (crime  and  detective  stories)  while  others  are  non-fiction 
(strange  phenomena). 

5.  Students  write  in  their  notebooks  a  personal  paragraph  about  what  they  believe  makes 
a  good  mystery. 

6.  If  there  is  time,  students  may  want  to  work  on  solving  mini-mysteries  as  individuals 
or  in  groups. 
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Activity  1 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


ATTENTIVENESS 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  follow  instructions? 

(b)  concentrate  on  tasks? 

SELF-DISCIPLINE 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  wait  his/her  turn  to  ask/answer  questions? 

(b)  use  appropriate  language? 

(c)  persevere  in  completing  the  task? 

PUNCTUALITY 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  arrive  on  time? 

SPEAKING 


ATTITUDE 

Does  the  student  show: 

(a)  willingness  to  speak? 

(b)  a  sense  of  enjoyment  in  speaking? 

(c)  confidence  in  speaking? 

LISTENING 


ATTITUDE 

Does  the  student  show: 

(a)  willingness  to  listen? 
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Activity  2 


Story  Endings 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  lead  students  into  mystery  in  an  enjoyable  way,  and  to 
encourage  imaginative  and  creative  thinking  about  what  mystery  is.  This  activity  allows  for 
observation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits,  Small  Group  Learning,  and  Writing. 

Instructions 

1.  View  part  of  any  mystery  film  or  read  any  mystery  story  to  a  suspenseful  point.  Some 
suggested  resources  are: 

(a)  Leonard,  Terry.  The  Mystery  Reader  Stories  and  Activities,  J.  Weston  Walsh, 
1983 

(b)  Arizzi,  Mavis.  It^s  a  Mystery!  Book  Lures,  1985 

(c)  Your  Voice  and  Mine,  1,  “The  Prime  Suspect”  Unit 

(d)  In  Your  Own  Words,  2,  “The  Deed  Took  Place”  Unit 

(e)  Contexts  3,  “Myths  and  Mysteries”  Unit 

(f)  Poe,  Edgar  Allan.  “The  Gold  Bug” 

(g)  Fastback  Series:  Crime  and  Detection 

(h)  Fastback  Series:  Mystery 

(i)  The  work  of  authors  who  write  for  young  adults,  such  as:  Eric  Wilson,  Richard 
Peck,  John  Bellairs,  Lois  Duncan,  Joan  Lowery  Nixon,  and  Paul  Kropp 

2.  In  small  groups,  students  discuss  the  film  or  story  to  that  point,  and  predict  some 
possible  endings. 

3.  Students  write  their  own  endings  to  the  story  or  film  in  their  writing  folders  or  on 
computer,  then  work  with  partners  to  edit  and  revise. 

4.  Students  read  their  endings  aloud.  Other  students  choose  their  favourite  endings  and 
explain  why  they  are  effective. 
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Activity  2 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


ATTENTIVENESS 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  observe  carefully? 

(b)  concentrate? 

SMALL  GROUP  LEARNING 


ATTITUDE 

Does  the  student  show: 

(a)  willingness  to  work  with  a  group? 

(b)  a  sense  of  sincerity? 

WRITING 


COMPOSING 

Does  the  writer: 

AND  CREATING 

(a)  generate  a  story  ending? 

(b)  accept  advice  for  improvements? 

(c)  develop  the  ending  fully? 

GOING  PUBLIC 

Has  the  writer: 

(a)  produced  more  than  one  draft? 

(b)  produced  a  final  story  ending? 

(c)  shared  the  story  ending  with  the  class? 
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Activity  3 


Viewing  and  Sequencing 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  engage  students  in  a  summarizing  and  sequencing  task. 

Film  or  videotape  is  useful  for  determining  students  who  are  primarily  visual  learners.  This 

activity  allows  for  observation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits. 

Instructions 

1.  Students  view  any  mystery  story  on  film  or  video.  Select  one  from  your  own  board’s 
film  and  video  library. 

2.  As  they  observe  the  film  story,  encourage  students  to  ask  questions,  make  comments, 
or  take  notes  that  will  help  them  to  do  the  following  task. 

3.  Students  work  with  partners  or  in  small  groups  to  list  the  main  events  of  the  film  or 
tape  in  the  correct  order. 

4.  Some  groups  present  their  sequences  orally  to  the  class.  Students  should  agree  on 
and  record  a  “correct”  sequence  in  their  notebooks.  It  would  be  interesting  to  discuss 
with  students  how  some  people  are  more  visual  learners  than  others.  Students  may 
volunteer  information  about  how  they  feel  they  learn  best. 
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Activity  3 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


ATTENDANCE 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  attend  regularly? 

PUNCTUALITY 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  arrive  on  time? 

ENTHUSIASM 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  approach  work  with  an  “I  can  do  it” 
attitude? 

(b)  encourage  others? 

(c)  maintain  enthusiasm? 

CO-OPERATION 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  follow  classroom  procedure? 

(b)  share  ideas  with  peers? 

(c)  respect  others’  ideas? 

(d)  participate  willingly? 
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stage  Two 

ONGOING  ASSESSMENT  AND  EVALUATION 


Activity  4 


Reading,  Then  Responding  to  Questions 

Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  draw  together  some  of  the  elements  of  mystery.  Through 

ongoing  reading  of  a  variety  of  resources,  students  will  eventually  develop  a  broader  awareness 

of  mystery.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits. 

Instructions 

1.  Provide  a  variety  of  mystery  short  stories  or  short  novels  of  varying  levels  of  difficulty. 
Select  from  your  own  classroom  resources  and  those  in  the  resource  centre. 

2.  Provide  time  for  students  to  engage  in  quiet  reading  for  a  period  of  time.  This  quiet 
reading  may  be  part  of  every  period,  or  students  may  prefer  to  work  out  their  own 
scheduled  times  for  reading. 

3.  Students  complete  one  of  the  worksheets  provided  on  pages  21-22  (whichever  seems 
more  appropriate)  for  each  of  the  stories  they  have  read.  You  may  want  students  to 
hand  these  in,  present  them  as  oral  reviews,  or  share  their  ideas  and  answers  in  small 
groups. 

4.  Lead  a  discussion  on  mysteries  in  general  and  help  students  to  consolidate  their  varied 
experiences  with  mysteries. 
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Activity  4 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


EFFORT 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  try  to  overcome  difficulties? 

(b)  strive  for  quality  workmanship? 

ORGANIZATION 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  organize  worksheets  properly? 

(b)  plan  ahead  to  meet  deadlines? 

DEPENDABILITY 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  come  to  class  prepared? 

(b)  follow  instructions? 

(c)  complete  worksheets? 
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Activity  4 


Question  Sheet  One 

Name:  _  Date: 

Story  Title: _  Author: _ 

1.  Do  you  think  the  title  was  appropriate?  Why?  Why  not? 


2.  Suggest  a  different  title. 

3.  What  specific  thing  happened  right  at  the  beginning  of  the  book  that  gave  you  a  clue 
as  to  what  was  going  to  happen? 


4.  What  made  you  want  to  continue  reading? 


5. 


Did  the  book  tell  you  everything  you  wanted  to  know?  What  other  information  would 
you  have  liked? 


6.  Did  the  illustrations  in  the  book  encourage  your  reading?  Why?  Why  not? 
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Activity  4 


Question  Sheet  Two 


Name:  _ _  Date: 

Story  Title:  _  Author: _ 

1.  What  is  special  or  interesting  about  the  detective? 


Where  and  when  does  the  story  take  place? 


3.  What  is  one  suspenseful  part  of  the  story? 


4.  Did  you  suspect  anyone?  Why?  Why  not? 


5.  Why  did  the  criminal  commit  the  crime? 


6.  How  does  the  story  finally  end? 


7.  What  made  it  difficult  to  solve  the  mystery? 
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Activity  5 


Creative  Writing 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  for  students  to  use  a  short  story  as  a  springboard  or  stimulus 

for  their  own  creative  writing.  They  will  be  using  an  idea  from  one  story  as  a  model  on  which 

to  build  their  own  story.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Small  Group  Learning 

and  Listening. 

Instructions 

1.  In  a  story  called  “The  Third  Level,”  a  character  discovers  a  mysterious  world  which 
no  one  knows  about.  The  character  discovers  an  entrance  to  this  “third  level”  world 
and  decides  to  investigate  the  potential  mystery  that  exists  there. 

With  your  students,  discuss  the  whole  idea  of  a  third  level.  In  any  society,  what  might 
it  be?  Could  it  exist  in  your  own  community? 

2.  As  students  talk  about  the  possibilities  for  their  own  “third  level,”  and  the  characters 
who  might  exist  there,  they  are  gathering  ideas  for  writing  their  own  group  story  on  a 
similar  idea.  The  students  record  their  ideas  on  the  story  planner  provided  (page  25). 

3.  In  small  groups,  students  collaborate  to  produce  a  mystery  story  based  on  the  idea  of 
a  “third  level.” 

4.  Students  write  the  story,  perhaps  using  a  word  processor,  then  revise  and  produce  a 
final  copy  to  be  read  aloud. 

5.  Students  listen  to  each  group’s  story.  They  decide  which  one  they  like  best  and  explain 
why. 
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Activity  5 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 


INDICATORS 


SMALL  GROUP  LEARNING 

EXPLORATORY  TALK  Does  the  student: 

(a)  understand  the  purpose  of  the  group? 

(b)  propose  a  suitable  approach? 

(c)  keep  the  group  on  topic? 

(d)  offer  to  accept  leadership? 

LISTENING 

ATTITUDE  Does  the  student: 

(a)  listen  to  the  stories  of  other  groups? 

(b)  enjoy  listening? 
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Activity  5 


Story  Planner 

With  your  group,  brainstorm  a  number  of  possibilities  for  each  heading  below.  One  person 
can  record  all  of  the  ideas.  Another  person  will  present  them  to  the  class. 


STORY  IDEAS 


Possible  Settings  (locations): 


Who  or  what  is  found  there? 


Characters  (real  or  imaginary): 


How  do  you  get  to  (or  escape 
from)  the  Third  Level? 


How  is  the  Third  Level  What  does  it  look  like? 

discovered? 
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Activity  6 


Read  Aloud 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  read,  enjoy,  and  discuss  a  selection  of  children’s  literature. 

Many  children’s  books  are  based  on  mysteries,  with  some  sort  of  problem  to  be  solved,  usually 

by  the  young  readers.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Speaking  and  Listening. 

Instructions 

1.  Ask  your  teacher/librarian  to  gather  resources  suitable  for  short  oral-reading  times. 

2.  Two  suggested  resources  are  Piggins  and  Picnic  with  Piggins,  by  Jane  Yolen.  Many 
others  are  available  in  the  children’s  section  of  any  library. 

3.  Students  read  aloud  to  each  other,  or  listen  to  a  taped  reading.  They  do  a  peer 
assessment  of  the  oral  reading,  using  the  questions  provided  in  the  guide  to  assessment 
(page  27)  and/or  in  the  student  assessment  sheet  provided  on  page  28. 

4.  Discuss  how  the  mystery  in  the  children’s  story  was  resolved. 

5.  Students  who  become  interested  in  the  children’s  mysteries  might  volunteer  to  read 
and  tell  mystery  stories  to  children.  Encourage  them  to  write  a  children’s  mystery 
book.  Ideas  for  creating  stories  for  children  are  provided  in  Children’s  Literature^  one 
of  the  books  in  the  Basic  English  OAIP  series. 
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Activity  6 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 


INDICATORS 


SPEAKING 

ATTITUDE  Did  the  student’s  oral  reading: 

(a)  show  sincerity? 

(b)  show  enjoyment? 

(c)  show  confidence? 

LISTENING 

RESPONSE  Did  the  student: 

(a)  understand  what  was  read  aloud? 

(b)  paraphrase  what  was  read  aloud? 

(c)  respond  to  what  was  read  aloud? 
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Activity  6 


Student  Assessment  of  Oral  Reading 


Reader:  _ 

Story  Title:  _ 

1.  Did  the  reader  make  you  interested?  How? 


2.  Did  the  reader  use  different  tones  of  voice? 


3.  Did  you  enjoy  the  way  it  was  read?  Why? 


4.  Did  the  reader  try  to  imitate  the  voices  and  sounds  on  the  page? 


5.  Did  the  reader  look  interested? 


6.  Do  you  think  that  children  would  enjoy  listening  to  the  reader?  Why? 
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Activity  7 


Creating  a  Banner 


Introduction 

This  activity  suggests  a  collaborative  way  in  which  students  can  report  on  what  they  have 

read.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Speaking  and  Work  and  Study  Habits. 

Instructions 

1.  Divide  students  into  four  small  groups.  Each  student  in  the  group  will  describe  orally 
a  story  s/he  has  read. 

2.  In  each  group,  students  help  each  other  to  think  of  song  titles  that  could  relate  in  any 
way  to  what  they  have  read.  For  example,  if  a  story  contains  a  character  who  is  in 
trouble,  an  appropriate  song  title  might  be  “Help!”  (Teachers  should  be  aware  of  the 
fact  that  any  song  titles  they  offer  as  suggestions  will  probably  date  them!) 

3.  All  groups  write  their  song  titles,  using  coloured  markers,  on  one  large  banner  which 
covers  a  bulletin  board  in  the  classroom. 

4.  Each  student  selects  one  song  title  from  the  class  banner,  and  explains  how  that  song 
title  relates  to  what  s/he  has  read. 
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Activity  7 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

SPEAKING 


CONTENT 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  have  a  clear  purpose? 

(b)  keep  listeners  interested? 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


EFFORT 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  show  a  willingness  to  learn? 

(b)  work  consistently? 

INITIATIVE 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  contribute  ideas? 

(b)  try  new  ideas? 

(c)  develop  his/her  presentation  well? 

30  Basic  English  OAIP 


Activity  8 


Creating  a  Mobile 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  for  students  to  try  this  unique  method  of  reporting  on  a 
mystery  story  or  book  they  have  read.  By  hanging  their  mobiles  in  the  classroom,  the 
students  will  be  participating  in  creating  a  vibrant  classroom  atmosphere.  This  activity 
allows  for  observation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits  and  Speaking. 

Instructions 

1.  Explain  to  students  that  they  are  to  create  a  “Mystery  Mobile”  that  will  reveal  to  a 
reader  what  the  mystery  they  have  read  is  all  about.  They  may  choose  to  focus  on 
characters,  clues,  conflicts,  or  settings,  or  to  combine  any  of  these  elements. 

2.  To  make  the  mobile,  students  will  need:  coat  hangers  or  thin  strips  of  wood,  string, 
scissors,  cardboard,  glue  or  tape,  coloured  markers,  and  magazine  pictures. 

3.  Students  present  their  mobiles  to  the  class.  They  should  comment  on  their  choice  of 
focus  for  the  mobile. 
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Activity  8 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 


DEPENDABILITY 

Does  the  student: 

INITIATIVE 

(a)  come  to  class  prepared? 

(b)  follow  instructions? 

(c)  follow  through? 

Does  the  student: 

(a)  attempt  different  activities? 

(b)  ask  questions  when  needed? 

(c)  work  without  supervision? 

SPEAKING 


ORGANIZATION 

Is  the  presentation: 

(a)  initiated  effectively? 

(b)  developed  coherently? 

(c)  sustained  well? 

(d)  ended  effectively? 
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Activity  9 


Writing  a  ‘‘Choose  Your  Own  Ending”  Story 

Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  familiarize  students  with  “choose  your  own  ending”  stories, 
and  to  have  the  class  collaborate  on  a  writing  project.  The  sample  below  is  for  twelve 
students.  Adapt  it  for  any  number  required.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Work 
and  Study  Habits  and  Small  Group  Learning. 

Instructions 


1.  This  activity  begins  with  twelve  students  in  a  group,  and  then  continues  with  subse¬ 
quent  groupings  of  decreasing  sizes.  Finally,  each  student  is  responsible  for  writing  one 
section  at  the  end. 


For  a  group  of  twelve  students: 


Step  1:  The  whole  group  starts  a  mystery  story.  In  the  beginning,  the  teacher 
records  the  story  on  a  sheet  of  chart  paper.  When  a  point  is  reached 
where  two  different  directions  could  be  taken,  students  suggest  the  two 
choices.  Divide  the  group  into  two  (six  and  six). 

Step  2:  Then,  each  of  the  two  groups  takes  one  of  the  “choices”  and  develops 
it  to  the  point  where  another  “choice”  can  be  made.  One  student  from 
each  group  records  the  story  developed  on  a  sheet  of  chart  paper.  Then, 
each  group  divides  in  two  (three  and  three,  and  three  and  three)  again. 


Step  3:  Now,  each  of  the  four  groups  of  three  continues  with  their  “choice”  until 
they  come  to  a  point  where  three  choices  or  decisions  could  be  made. 
One  student  from  each  group  records  the  continuing  story  on  a  sheet 
of  chart  paper. 

Step  4:  Finally,  each  student  selects  one  of  the  three  choices  and  continues  the 
story  to  an  ending.  Each  student  records  his  or  her  own  ending. 


2. 


During  this  process,  the  teacher  keeps  track  of  page  numbering  and  collects  the  sheets 
of  chart  paper. 


3.  Students  may  want  to  illustrate  each  page. 

4.  Finally,  each  student  reads  his/her  story  to  the  class. 
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Activity  9 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 


INDICATORS 


WORK  AND  STUDY  HABITS 

SELF-DISCIPLINE  Does  the  student: 

(a)  wait  his/her  turn  to  contribute? 

(b)  use  appropriate  language? 

(c)  persevere  in  the  task? 

(d)  work  without  supervision? 

ENTHUSIASM  Does  the  student: 

(a)  maintain  enthusiasm? 

(b)  encourage  others  to  participate? 

SMALL  GROUP  LEARNING 

CONTRIBUTING  Does  the  student: 

IDEAS  (a)  make  suggestions? 

(b)  complete  his/her  part? 

(c)  stay  on  topic? 
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Activity  10 


Independent  Writing 


Introduction 


The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  provide  students  with  some  “springboards”  for  writing 

their  own  mystery  stories.  This  activity  allows  for  observation  of  Writing. 

Instructions 

1.  Explain  to  the  students  that  the  ideas  in  the  left  column  of  the  student  planner  (page 
37)  are  ideas  only. 

2.  As  a  class,  brainstorm  other  ideas  and  other  possibilities.  Record  them  in  the  righthand 
column  of  the  student  planner. 

3.  Students  select  from  their  lists  the  characters,  settings,  and  problems  that  they  want 
to  include  in  their  own  stories.  Then  each  student  writes  the  story  independently. 

4.  Eventually  students  work  with  partners  who  help  them  to  edit  and  revise  their  stories 
before  reading  them  aloud  and  handing  them  in. 

5.  Students  hear  the  others’  stories  and  vote  on  the  ones  they  think  are  best. 
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Activity  10 

Guide  to  Assessment 


CRITERIA 

INDICATORS 

WRITING 


COMPOSING 

Does  the  writer: 

AND  CREATING 

(a)  generate  his/her  own  topics 

(b)  brainstorm  ideas? 

(c)  develop  ideas  fully? 

(d)  participate  in  conferences? 

EDITING 

Does  the  writing  show  some  control  over: 

(a)  spelling? 

(b)  grammar? 

(c)  punctuation? 

(d)  word  choice? 

(e)  level  of  language? 

(f)  handwriting? 

GOING  PUBLIC 

Has  the  student: 

(a)  produced  more  than  one  draft? 

(b)  produced  a  story? 

(c)  shared  the  final  product? 
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Activity  10 


Student  Planner 

1.  On  the  left,  some  ideas  and  suggestions  are  provided.  As  a  class,  brainstorm  more 
ideas  and  possibilities. 

2.  Select  ideas  from  your  lists  to  include  in  your  own  mystery  story. 

CHARACTERS  OTHER  CHARACTERS 

A  teenager 

A  strange-coloured  cat  _ 

An  old  person  who  lives  alone 

A  pit  bull  terrier  _ 

A  street-sweeper 

An  apartment  house  manager  _ 

A  fortune  teller 

A  circus  acrobat  _ 

A  parent 

SETTINGS  OTHER  SETTINGS 

A  circus 

A  school  _ 

A  variety  store 

A  train  station  _ 

An  airport 

A  senior  citizens’  home  _ 

A  hospital 
A  restaurant 

PROBLEMS  OTHER  PROBLEMS 

The  chemicals  are  missing. 

Money  is  missing.  _ 

An  animal  has  escaped. 

Someone  dies.  _ 

A  will  is  missing. 

A  loud  noise  cannot  be  explained.  _ 

Things  keep  disappearing. 

Strange  notes  are  left. 
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Stage  Three 

SUMMATIVE  TESTS,  EXAMINATIONS,  AND 

PROJECTS 


Activity  11 


A  ‘^Stations”  Approach  to  Library  Research 


The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  expose  students  to  a  broad  range  of  resources  for  research¬ 
ing  both  fiction  and  non-fiction  related  to  mysteries.  This  activity  allows  for  summative 

evaluation  of  all  areas  of  the  curriculum. 

Instructions 

1.  With  the  teacher-librarian,  compile  a  wide  variety  of  resources  in  order  to  broaden  the 
scope  of  the  students’  reading  and  comprehension  of  fiction  and  non-fiction  mysteries. 
Compose  one  activity  to  be  completed  for  each  resource  at  each  station.  The  resource 
sheet  on  page  43  suggests  some  topics  on  which  you  could  develop  activities.  There 
should  be  written,  oral,  visual,  and/or  kinaesthetic  activities. 

2.  Explain  to  the  students  that  there  will  be  a  certain  number  of  stations  (twelve  is  a 
good  number)  set  up  around  the  library.  At  each  station,  they  will  find  one  resource 
for  them  to  skim-read.  They  must  complete  one  activity  at  each  station,  and  hand  in 
all  completed  stations. 

3.  Discuss  with  students  the  criteria  for  success,  as  stated  in  the  guide  to  summative 
evaluation  (page  42).  Make  sure  they  know  what  is  expected  of  them. 

4.  Hand  out  a  sheet  explaining  the  activity  to  be  completed  at  each  station.  Encourage 
students  to  move  quickly  from  station  to  station.  During  one  seventy-minute  period,  it 
should  be  possible  to  do  four  to  six  stations.  Remind  students  just  to  skim-read  each 
resource  until  they  have  enough  material  to  complete  the  specific  activity  required  at 
that  station. 

5.  When  you  and/or  the  teacher-librarian  evaluate  the  students’  achievement,  use  the 
guide  to  summative  evaluation  (page  42). 
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Activity  11 

Guide  to  Summative  Evaluation 


Name:  Date: 

Test,  Examination,  or  Project:  “Stations”  Approach  to  Library  Research 

Target  Area 

Criteria 

Mark 

out 

of  25 

Teacher’s 

Comments 

Work  and  Study  Habits 

Attendance 

Effort 

Self-discipline 

Dependability 

Attentiveness 

Oral  Language 

Attitude 

Exploratory  talk 

Involvement 

Writing 

Is  the  written  work: 

complete? 

correct  in  content? 
correct  in  spelling? 
presentable 

Total  Mark:  /75 

Summative  Mark:  /25 

Student’s  Comments: 
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Activity  11 


A  “Stations”  Approach  to  Library  Research 


STATION 

RESOURCE 

POSSIBLE  TOPIC 

1. 

The  Encyclopedia  of  Monsters 

Daniel  Cohen  (001.944  COH) 

Big  Foot  or 

Abominable  Snowman 

2. 

The  Deadly  Diamonds 

L.  and  I.  Swinburne  (001.93  SWI) 

Choose  a  mystery 

3. 

Mysteries  (Hayes  Book  of) 

M.K.  Donev  (001.9) 

Bermuda  Triangle 

4. 

Timespan  Mysteries 

T.  Healey  (001.93  ENC) 

Atlantis 

5. 

The  Encyclopedia  of  UFO's 

Ed  Story  (001.94203  ENC) 

Choose  a  sighting 

6. 

Arthur  C.  Clarke’s  Mysterious  World 

S.  Wefare  and  J.  Fairley 
(001.942  THO) 

Loch  Ness  monster 

7. 

UFO’s 

I.  Thorne  (001.942  TOO) 

The  great  UFO  flap 

8. 

Ancient  Astronauts 

I.  Thorne  (001.94  THO) 

Ancient  astronauts 

9. 

The  Loch  Ness  Monster 

I.  Thorne  (001.94  THO) 

The  disappearing  monster 

10. 

Canada ’s  Monsters 
(001.94  GAR) 

Sasquatch  kidnaps  a  man 

11. 

Is  there  a  Loch  Ness  Monster? 

The  search  for  a  legend 

Gerald  S.  Snyder  (001-94  SNY) 

Photographic  evidence 

above  water 

12. 

The  Case  of  the  Ancient  Astronauts 

I.J.  Gallagher  (001.94  GAL) 

Mayan  mysteries 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 


The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  for  students  to  move  through  six  “stations”  collecting  factual 
information  which  they  try  to  use  in  their  own  mystery  stories.  It  is  suggested  that  they 
work  with  partners  to  complete  the  six  stations  before  writing  their  own  mystery  stories. 
Encourage  them  to  see  the  six  stations  as  part  of  the  writing  and  researching  process  before 
they  create  their  own  final  product,  their  own  mystery  story. 

Each  station  is  detailed  on  the  pages  that  follow. 

This  summative  activity  provides  students  with  opportunities  to  demonstrate  both  their 
library  research  skills  and  their  abilities  as  mystery  writers. 
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Activity  12 

Guide  to  Summative  Evaluation 


Name:  - - -  Date: 


Test,  Examination,  or  Project:  Mystery  Writer's  Manual 


Target  Area 

Criteria 

Mark 

out 

of  25 

Teacher’s 

Comments 

Work  and  Study  Habits 

Attendance 

Dependability 

Enthusiasm 

Initiative 

EfTort 

Attitude 

Involvement 

Co-operation 

Oral  Language 

Writing 

© 

Are  answers  correct? 

Is  research  incorpor¬ 
ated  into  final  story? 

Is  it  a  good  mystery? 
Is  it  worthy  of 
publication? 

Total  Mark:  /75 


Summative  Mark:  /25 


Student’s  Comments: 
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Activity  12 

Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  ONE:  The  Perfect  Setting 

You  have  decided  to  use  Prince  Edward  Island  National  Park  on  Prince  Edward  Island  as 
the  setting  for  your  mystery.  Your  must  have  all  of  your  facts  correct  before  you  can  begin. 

Look  at  these  books: 

The  Canadian  Encyclopedia,  2nd  edition  (red),  Vol.  3 
The  Canadian  World  Almanac  and  Book  of  Facts,  1988 
Horizon  Canada,  Vol.  8 
Answer  these  questions: 

1.  How  many  people  per  square  kilometre  does  Prince  Edward  Island  have? 

2.  Where  in  the  island  is  Prince  Edward  Island  National  Park  located? 

3.  Another  famous  novel  used  Prince  Edward  Island  for  its  setting. 

(a)  What  was  the  title  of  the  novel? 

(b)  In  what  year  was  it  published? 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  TWO:  Appearances  Are  Important 

You  are  a  mystery  writer  who  needs  to  have  facts  about  changing  a  character’s  appearance  so 
that  s/he  cannot  be  easily  recognized.  You  have  decided  to  change  the  person’s  hair  colour 
and  style.  Your  facts  must  be  correct  or  your  story  will  not  be  believable. 

Look  at  these  books: 

Hair  Facts  for  Cosmetologists,  LaGore,  Romeo 
Hair  Cutting  for  Everyone,  Leighton,  Harold 
Eight  Minute  Makeovers,  Miller,  Clare 
The  Complete  Book  of  Hair  Colouring,  Renn,  Robert 

Answer  these  questions: 

1.  How  much  does  the  average  person’s  hair  grow  during  one  month? 


Name  two  commercial  brands  of  temporary  colour  rinces  that  can  be  used  at  home. 


3.  What  chemical  changes  happen  to  the  hair  when  it  is  permed? 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  THREE:  An  Unusual  Weapon 

You  are  a  mystery  writer  looking  for  an  unusual  means  for  your  criminal  to  murder  his 
victim.  Find  the  answers  to  the  questions  below  and  choose  which  method  you  will  use. 

Use  these  books: 

Murder  Ink,  Winn,  Dilys 

The  Book  of  Health,  Wynder,  Ernest  L. 

The  World  Book  Encyclopedia,  Vol.  17 

Find  this  information: 

1.  Name  three  house  and  garden  plants  that  have  poisonous  parts. 


2.  What  does  the  chemical  formula  CO  stand  for? 


3.  Why  is  CO  such  a  dangerous  gas? 

4.  Name  three  poisonous  snakes. 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  FOUR:  The  Fatal  Fingerprints 

Your  criminal  is  caught  because  he  left  a  complete  set  of  fingerprints  on  a  glass  near  his 
victim.  In  order  that  you  give  your  readers  the  correct  information,  find  the  answers  to  the 
questions  below. 

Use  these  books: 

What’s  What:  A  Visual  Glossary  of  the  Physical  World 

Popular  Science,  Vol.  5 

Murderess  Ink  Fingerprints,  Winn,  Dilys 


Answer  these  questions: 

1.  Define  the  word  “fingerprint.” 


2.  Why  do  no  two  people  have  the  same  fingerprints? 


3.  In  what  year  was  the  fingerprint  system  invented? 


4.  Who  invented  the  fingerprint  system? 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  FIVE:  Escape  and  Capture 

Your  unfortunate  criminal  makes  his  escape  from  Prince  Edward  Island  and  travels  by  plane 
to  another  part  of  Canada.  He  takes  a  job  with  a  company  and  spends  his  leisure  time 
visiting  the  zoo.  Finally,  he  is  captured  when  his  fingerprints  are  matched. 

Use  these  books: 

The  Canadian  World  Almanac  and  Book  of  Facts,  1988 

The  Financial  Post  Selects  the  100  Best  Companies  to  Work  for  in  Canada,  Innes, 
Eva;  Perry,  Robert;  and  Lyon,  Jim 

Find  this  information: 

1.  What  is  the  sixth  busiest  airport  in  Canada? 


2.  What  is  the  name  of  the  zoo  in  downtown  Winnipeg? 


3.  What  type  of  work  might  your  criminal  do  when  working  for  Cargill  Ltd.  in  Winnipeg? 
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Activity  12 


Mystery  Writer’s  Manual 

STATION  SIX:  Learning  from  the  Pros 

One  of  Canada’s  newest  and  most  successful  mystery  fiction  authors  is  Eric  Wilson.  He 
advises  young  writers  to  use  familiar  places  and  events  when  they  write  a  story.  He  frequently 
uses  women  in  non-traditional  roles. 

Use  these  resources: 

Card  Catalogue  and  Vertical  Files 

WJiat  Else  Can  a  Woman  Be?  Technical  Trades,  Volume  1 
What  Else  Can  a  Woman  Be?  Business  and  Professions,  Volume  2 

Find  this  information: 

1.  Find  the  titles  of  three  books  written  by  Eric  Wilson  and  set  in  Canada. 


2.  What  is  the  setting  for  Eric  Wilson’s  most  recent  novel? 


3. 


Locate  two  articles  about  women  in  non-traditional  roles.  Write  down  the  titles  of  the 
articles  and  the  jobs  described. 
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Activity  13 


Independent  Research 


The  purpose  of  this  summative  activity  is  for  students  to  select  any  topic  related  to  mysteries 
and  to  do  independent  research  on  that  topic.  The  resources  should  include  either  fictional 
mysteries  (detective  stories,  murder  mysteries,  crime  mysteries)  or  non-fictional  mysteries 
(strange  phenomena).  This  activity  allows  for  summative  evaluation  of  all  areas  of  the 
curriculum. 

Instructions 

1.  With  the  teacher-librarian,  plan  an  outline  for  the  students’  research,  based  on  the 
resources  available.  Make  your  expectations  clear,  and  use  the  guide  to  summative 
evaluation  provided  on  page  53  to  communicate  those  expectations  to  students. 

2.  Give  students  two  periods  to  complete  their  research. 

3.  On  the  third  and  fourth  days,  students  present  their  findings  to  the  class.  Encourage 
them  to  do  imaginative  presentations. 
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Activity  13 

Guide  to  Summative  Evaluation 


Name:  Date: 

Test,  Examination,  or  Project:  Independent  Research 

Target  Area 

Criteria 

Mark 

out 

of  25 

Teacher’s 

Comments 

Work  and  Study  Habits 

Attendance 

Use  of  class 

time 

Initiative 

Oral  Language 

Is  the  presentation: 

clear? 

interesting? 

complete? 

effective? 

Writing 

Are  the  written 

research  notes: 

complete? 

well-presented? 

correct? 

Total  Mark:  /75 

Summative  Mark:  /25 

Student’s  Comments: 
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Activity  14 


Story  Starters 


Introduction 

The  purpose  of  this  activity  is  to  introduce  students  to  The  Mysteries  of  Harris  Burdick^  a 

visually  strong  set  of  story  starters,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  their  own  imaginations 

and  their  own  writing.  This  activity  allows  for  evaluation  of  Work  and  Study  Habits  and 

Writing. 

Instructions 

1.  Ahead  of  time,  order  two  copies  of  The  Mysteries  of  Harris  Bm^dick,  by  Chris  Van 
Allsburg,  available  from  Houghton  Mifflin  Canada  Limited,  in  Markham,  Ontario. 

2.  Keep  one  copy  intact  to  show  students.  Use  the  other  as  the  source  of  their  story 
starters.  Cut  out  each  picture  and  opening  statement;  then  have  each  page  laminated. 

3.  Tell  the  class  the  story  behind  the  book  (provided  on  the  student  information  sheet, 
page  56),  and  show  them  all  of  the  pictures.  Students  select  one  to  work  on  and  write 
their  own  stories. 

4.  Provide  opportunity  for  uninterrupted,  sustained  writing  in  class,  perhaps  with  mood 
music  playing  quietly  in  the  background. 

5.  After  students  have  produced  an  initial  draft,  they  share  their  stories  with  partners. 
Encourage  them  to  edit  and  revise  before  submitting  a  final  version.  Use  of  the  com¬ 
puter  should  be  an  effective  way  to  involve  students  in  the  writing  process. 

6.  Involve  students  in  a  discussion  of  how  the  stories  should  be  evaluated.  Consider  who 
should  do  the  evaluating,  and  which  criteria  should  be  assessed.  Stories  and  pictures 
should  be  displayed  and  read  aloud. 

7.  An  interesting  follow-up  activity  would  be  for  the  class  to  create  their  own  “story 
starter”  pictures,  titles,  and  captions. 
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Activity  14 

Guide  to  Summative  Evaluation 


Name:  - - -  Date: 

Test,  Examination,  or  Project:  Story  Starters 

Target  Area 

Criteria 

Mark 

out 

of  25 

Teacher’s 

Comments 

Work  and  Study  Habits 

Attentiveness 

Co-operation 

Initiative 

Enthusiasm 

Oral  Language 

Did  the  student: 

participate  in 

discussion? 

participate  in  a 
writing  conference? 

Writing 

Did  the  student 

write  a  first  draft? 

work  to  improve  it? 
prepare  a  final  draft? 

Total  Mark:  /75 

Summative  Mark:  /25 

Student’s  Comments: 
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Activity  14 


Student  Information  Sheet 

1.  Read  the  Introduction  to  The  Mysteries  of  Harris  Burdick  (provided  below). 

2.  Then  look  at  the  drawings  and  story  starters  in  the  book.  Choose  one  and  write  your 
own  story.  After  someone  has  worked  with  you  to  improve  your  story,  hand  it  in. 

Introduction  to  The  Mysteries  of  Harris  Burdick 

I  first  saw  the  drawings  in  this  book  a  year  ago,  in  the  home  of  a  man  named  Peter  Wenders. 
Though  Mr.  Wenders  is  retired  now,  he  once  worked  for  a  children’s  book  publisher,  choosing 
the  stories  and  pictures  that  would  be  turned  into  books. 

Thirty  years  ago  a  man  called  at  Peter  Wenders’  office,  introducing  himself  as  Harris  Burdick. 
Mr.  Burdick  explained  that  he  had  written  fourteen  stories  and  had  drawn  many  pictures 
for  each  one.  He’d  brought  with  him  just  one  drawing  from  each  story,  to  see  if  Wenders 
liked  his  work. 

Peter  Wenders  was  fascinated  by  the  drawings.  He  told  Burdick  he  would  like  to  read  the 
stories  that  went  with  them  as  soon  as  possible.  The  artist  agreed  to  bring  the  stories  the 
next  morning.  He  left  the  fourteen  drawings  with  Wenders.  But  he  did  not  return  the  next 
day.  Or  the  day  after  that.  Harris  Burdick  was  never  heard  from  again.  Over  the  years, 
Wenders  tried  to  find  out  who  Burdick  was  and  what  had  happened  to  him,  but  he  discovered 
nothing.  To  this  day  Harris  Burdick  remains  a  complete  mystery. 

His  disappearance  is  not  the  only  mystery  left  behind.  What  were  the  stories  that  went 
with  these  drawings?  There  are  some  clues.  Burdick  had  written  a  title  and  caption  for 
each  picture.  When  I  told  Peter  Wenders  how  difficult  it  was  to  look  at  the  drawings  and 
their  captions  without  imagining  a  story,  he  smiled  and  left  the  room.  He  returned  with 
a  dust-covered  cardboard  box.  Inside  were  dozens  of  stories,  all  inspired  by  the  Burdick 
drawings.  They’d  been  written  years  ago  by  Wenders’  children  and  their  friends. 

I  spent  the  rest  of  my  visit  reading  these  stories.  They  were  remarkable,  some  bizarre,  some 
funny,  some  downright  scary.  In  the  hope  that  other  children  will  be  inspired  by  them,  the 
Burdick  drawings  are  reproduced  here  for  the  first  time. 

Chris  Van  Allsburg 
Providence,  Rhode  Island 
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Activity  15 


Test  and  Examination  Questions 


Any  of  the  questions  below  can  be  used  on  tests  or  examinations.  They  may  be  handled 
traditionally,  by  individuals  writing  answers  on  paper.  They  may  also  be  handled  orally,  by 
partners  or  by  groups.  You  might  also  consider  using  computers,  or  role-playing  some  of  the 
answers.  It  is  important  that  the  questions  allow  students  the  opportunity  to  synthesize, 
demonstrate,  and  apply  what  they  have  learned. 

1.  When  you  began  this  unit,  you  had  certain  ideas  about  mysteries.  Now  that  you  have 
had  the  opportunity  to  work  through  the  various  activities  of  Our  Mysterious  Worlds 
you  have  developed  a  growing  awareness  of  what  mystery  really  means. 

Write  a  journal  entry  in  which  you  express  your  ideas  about  what  you  have  learned  in 
this  unit.  Be  sure  to  include  the  following: 

(a)  Talk  about  one  activity  that  you  found  to  be  challenging. 

(b)  Explain  how  the  activities  in  the  unit  helped  you  to  broaden  your  view  of  mys¬ 
teries. 

(c)  Write  about  one  thing  you  did  not  know  about  before  doing  this  unit. 

(d)  Explain  what  is  meant  when  someone  or  something  is  considered  to  be  “myste¬ 
rious.” 

2.  Imagine  that  you  wanted  to  learn  more  about  mystery  writers  and  mystery  fiction.  In 
your  own  words,  write  a  proposal  for  doing  research  into  the  topic.  In  your  proposal, 

(a)  explain  how  you  would  do  the  research, 

(b)  list  the  people  you  would  want  to  include  in  your  research, 

(c)  list  the  resources  you  would  use, 

(d)  write  down  the  questions  you  want  to  answer,  and 

(e)  state  clearly  what  you  hope  to  learn. 
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3.  Imagine  that  you  want  to  learn  more  about  some  of  the  mysteries  and  mysterious 
events  of  our  world.  In  your  own  words,  write  a  proposal  for  doing  research  into  a 
real-life  mystery.  In  your  proposal: 

(a)  explain  which  real-life  mystery  you  would  research, 

(b)  list  the  resources  you  would  use, 

(c)  write  down  the  questions  you  would  want  to  answer,  and 

(d)  state  clearly  what  you  think  you  would  find  out  in  your  research. 

4.  Put  yourself  “into  the  shoes”  of  any  person  who  has  lived  through  a  very  mysterious 
experience.  Prepare  a  short  speech  to  be  given  by  that  person  to  the  students  in  your 
class.  In  your  speech, 

(a)  explain  what  the  mysterious  experience  was  and  what  led  up  to  it, 

(b)  explain  how  it  affected  you  at  the  time,  and  how  it  still  affects  you  today, 

(c)  give  advice  to  others  about  how  to  deal  with  mysterious  events  in  their  lives. 

5.  Work  with  a  group.  Think  of  the  groups  of  people  in  the  list  below.  As  a  group,  discuss 
and  decide  what  kind  of  mystery  each  of  these  groups  of  people  would  be  interested  in 
finding  out  more  about: 

(a)  coaches  of  professional  athletic  teams 

(b)  parents  of  teenagers 

(c)  people  in  the  medical  professions 

(d)  tourists 

(e)  artists 

(f)  lawyers 

(g)  skilled  mechanics  or  tradesmen 

(h)  people  living  in  the  wilderness 

(i)  any  group  of  your  choice 

6.  Work  in  a  group  of  four.  Imagine  that  two  of  you  are  parents.  The  other  two  are 
teenaged  children.  A  problem  has  arisen  because  money  seems  to  be  disappearing 
from  various  spots  around  the  house.  Imagine  the  conversation  that  takes  place  when 
the  family  sits  down  to  talk  about  the  mysterious  disappearance  of  the  money.  Role- 
play  the  family’s  discussion.  Consider  how  you  will  go  about  solving  the  mystery. 
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Activity  15 

Guide  to  Summative  Evaluation 


Name:  _  Date: 

Test,  Examination,  or  Project:  Test  and  Examination  Questions 


Target  Area 

Criteria 

Mark 

out 

of  25 

Teacher’s 

Comments 

Work  and  Study  Habitj 

Oral  Language 

© 

Writing 

© 

Total  Mark:  /75 

Summative  Mark:  /25 


Student’s  Comments: 
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stage  Four 
REPORTING 


Reporting  Profile 

Name: _ Grade:  _ 

School: _ _ Teacher:  _ 

Attendance  from  _  to  _ 

Number  of  classes  in  English:  _  Number  of  classes  absent: 


Curriculum  Offered:  Our  Mysterious  World:  A  collection  of  reading,  writing,  discussinp, 


and  researching  activities  related  to  fictional  and  non-fictional 


mysteries. 
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Teacher’s  Comments: 


Signature: 


Student’s  Comments: 


Signature: 


Parent/Guardian’s  Comments: 


Signature: 
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